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President’s Message
Hello September!

Welcome to late summer. August just seemed to slip away too
quickly, and I am not quite ready for my autumn reset.
It’s been a while since we met, but I was happy to see many
gardening friends at our four Summer Socials. Thank you to GHS
members Sandra, Dorota, Elza and Wendy for opening their
gardens and sharing the beauty that they all have created. I also
hope you found a new garden to explore or maybe a new garden
centre. It is always a fun day out exploring. I did take a few photos
this summer to put on my wish list for next year because there is
always room for just one more plant!
On Wednesday, September 16  we will be resuming our monthly
meetings at St. John’s United Church with a speaker and the
September Flower Show. Please check the flower show schedule
on page 19 of the 2026 yearbook or the GHS website. I was away
for a week or so recently, and when I returned, the gardens just
seemed to explode with colour; a bit of a happy chaos. I wonder if
there is a class for that in the September Flower Show.

th,

Let’s keep in touch.
                                                        -Carol Mathison 
 

Pat Vuurman
“Orchids”

Pat has been growing orchids for over 30 years. He is
knowledgeable about many types of orchids and has
been a member of the Orchid Society of the Royal 
Botanicial Gardens for many years. He is also an orchid 
judge.



179th Georgetown Fall Fair
September 11,12 &13, 2026

Theme: Bushels of Fun



Monarchs in the Garden

Wild Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) 
      Early summer nectar source.

Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
      Preferred variety of milkweed.

Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)
      Flowers attract adults and caterpillars eat leaves.

Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepius tuberosa)
      Small milkweed that adults and caterpillars love.

Dense Blazing-star (Liatris spicata)
      Midsummer nectar source.

New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae)
      Late summer blooms are a favourite nectar source.

Pale Purple Coneflower (Echinacea pallida)
      Another late summer nectar source.

Goldenrod (Solidago spp.)
      An important nectar source for migrating Monarchs.

A non-native annual flower that  draws in hords of Monarchs is Proven Winners Monarch
Magic (Ageratum houstonianum). 
With the exception of Common Milkweed, I have all these plants in my garden. There has
been as many as six Monarchs on this pot of Ageratum pictured below. This summer, I
have had many Monarch visitors including one this week  that has a micro-transmitter
and I am able to track him on the Project Monarch App. (RMT26003). In five days he has
flown from Toronto, where he was released to Chicago. I hope everyone considers
adding a Monarch-friendly habitat for this at risk species.

Nothing is more delightful than a beautiful Monarch
butterfly visiting your garden. Early September, the
Monarchs begin the long trek to Mexico where they will
overwinter. There are many plants you can grow that will
invite them to stop and spend some time in your garden.
Native plants are a good place to start. The following are
some of the beneficial plants that support the Monarch
as well as the caterpillar.

-submitted by Dianne Kayess

-photos by Dianne Kayess



Summer edition of OHA Newsletter
Click on photo

https://gardenontario.org/wp-content/uploads/OHA-Trillium-2026-Summer-Final-20260624-v2.pdf


Upcoming Events
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